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Right step on secrets

RESIDENTReagansdecxslonnottoputmtoef
fectatth:st:meaeontmversmlplantoshemthe
eaking of government secrets is a good move —.as
farasxtgow It should go further. The administration
should be certain that this edict is never put
into effect. Its effect would beworsethanthe problemxt
is intended to solve.: - : -
Thepmposalwasdmwnuphostopgovernmentofﬁ-
cmlsﬁ'ommveahngsecretsthatgen y-imperil na-
tional security, a blemoflongmndmg.Butthepro-
posal went too far. It would have amounted to lifetime
prepublication censorship of almost
. some 112,000 government officials. And it would have

substantially increased' the . use of h&detechortest.s on‘

govemmmt oﬁﬁcxals.
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When this plan was announced 11 months ago cnt'.\cs
charged it violated the rights of individuals. In addition:
through its prepublication section it would have had the
effect of depriving the American public of the perspec-
tives ofveteranofﬁcm]sevenaftm'theyhaveleftgovem'
ment service on important issues ata time when suchex-
periencs is particularly valuable; © = .-

: TheReaganadmmlst.rahondecatesxtwﬂlworkthh
Congress to develop another way to prevent the leaking
of government secrets that compromiseé national security.
- but dns txme th.bout violating the rights of mdmd-' ,
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The issue‘is nnportant. ‘American security must be

: g;lostected. But so must the iegmmahe x::ghts of mdnnd- “
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